DANTE AND BEATRICE

In course of time, travel took his beautiful
" screen " from Florence, and it became necessary
for him to find a substitute. This he was presently
enabled to do, and soon he became so identified
with his fictitious lady, and rumour began to speak
such evil of them both, that his own true lady,
" the destroyer of all evil and the queen of all
good," meeting him one day, denied him her
salutation. Thereupon, in bitter grief, Dante took
counsel of Love, and composed a veiled song
which should reveal the truth to Beatrice and
yet hide it. But how she received it, or whether
or not she took him back into her favour, is not
made clear. It hardly seems as though she had
done so, from the next occasion on which we
-see them in each other's company. This was
one of great sorrow and bitterness, and is described
so vividly by Dante himself that I will transcribe
his own words:

" After this battling with many thoughts, it
chanced on a day that my most gracious lady
was with a gathering of ladies in a certain place;
to the which I was conducted by a friend of mine.
. . . And they were assembled around a gentle-
woman who was given in marriage that day;
the custom of the city being that these should
bear her company when she sat down for the
first time at table in the house of her husband.
Therefore I, as was my friend's pleasure, resolved
to stay with him and do honour to those ladies.
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